
A MESSAGE FROM THE
CHAIRMAN
OF THE
BOARD

Dear K-B
Families and
Friends,

I have happily stepped
into a new role at 
King-Bruwaert House
after serving as Treasurer
on the Board of Directors.
I am succeeding Martin
Gross as Chairman of the
Board, a position he has
held very ably for nearly
10 years. 

This Spring, the Board
began a strategic and
long-range planning
process for King-Bruwaert
House in which we 
examined all facets of
operations. At the comple-
tion of this process, we
came away with a 
number of important 
conclusions. The most
important is our continued
commitment to our chari-
table mission. Seventy-
three years ago, Suzanne
King-Bruwaert recognized
the importance of caring
for our elderly in a way
that provides them with 
comfort, security, and 
dignity, regardless of their
financial situation. We
reconfirmed the impor-
tance of this core value

King-Bruwaert House Beneficiary of 
$1 Million Bequest
Herbert Bruckner, a lifelong resident of Hinsdale and Delray Beach, Florida, has
left King-Bruwaert House $1 million. Mr. Bruckner began his association with
King-Bruwaert as a developer of Godair Park and a Board Member of Godair
in the 1950’s. Both Godair and King-Bruwaert had similar missions and in 1979,
Mr. Bruckner encouraged K-B to assume responsibility for Godair.

Current resident, Mrs. Charlotte Schmitt, was Mr. Bruckner’s sister. Mrs.
Schmitt has lived at King-Bruwaert since 2000, but previously lived in the
Woods. “Herb was very thoughtful and generous. He had many causes he
held near and dear to his heart and K-B was one of them,” said Mrs. Schmitt. 
A portion of the $1 million that King-Bruwaert will receive from Mr.
Bruckner’s trust will be distributed in March of 2006, and the balance will be
received six months later. He gave the gift in memory of his parents, William
and Edith Bruckner.

“My brother was a careful planner and very intelligent about distributing his
assets. By splitting his estate in half, one half divided among family, and the
other half divided among charities,” Mrs. Schmitt said, “he avoided sizable
estate taxes.”
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Legacy and Leaders is a biannual newsletter produced by the Development Department. The purpose of the publication is to recognize the volunteers, donors, and
organizations that support King-Bruwaert House.

King-Bruwaert House Announces 
Legacy Society
In order to properly recognize those generous individuals
who have made an estate or planned gift to 
King-Bruwaert House, we are creating a new giving 
society. The Suzanne King-Bruwaert Legacy Society 
honors their generous commitment to the future of 
King-Bruwaert House and our ongoing mission of 
providing unsurpassed levels of care.

Some of our kind donors may not have notified 
King-Bruwaert House of our inclusion in their estate
plans. If you have not previously informed us, please notify Julie Milam,
Director of Development, of your thoughtful gift. You may choose to remain
anonymous in all recognition materials and plaques.

Please see Beneficiary on page 2



during our strategic 
planning discussions.
We recognize our chari-
table mission as a quality
that sets us apart from
most other retirement
communities.

This commitment to our
charitable mission has
recently been reinforced
by former Godair Park
Board member and 
philanthropist who lived
in Hinsdale most of his
life. Receiving a gener-
ous gift from the estate
of Herbert Bruckner will
help us to strengthen our
endowment so that we
can increase our 
charitable activities and
further continue Suzanne 
King-Bruwaert’s mission. 

The coming years will
bring many changes in
the way we serve our res-
idents, just as there have
been many changes in
the past decade. I want to
assure you that King-
Bruwaert House will meet
these challenges and will 
continue to serve as a
leader among retirement
communities. On behalf of
the Board, I want to thank
you for your support and
invite you to continue to
think of King-Bruwaert
House as you make your 
charitable plans. I look
forward to serving as
Chairman and keeping
you informed of our
progress.

Sincerely,
John Kayser

Nursing Scholarship Transforms CNA’s Life
An anonymous donor has transformed the life of
one of our Certified Nursing Assistants (CNA) who
took care of the donor’s spouse in Healthcare. This
donor grew to know the CNA over the course of 
the spouse’s stay in Healthcare and recognized the
individual’s dedication to the job, compassion for
the residents, and determination to educational 
pursuits to become a registered nurse.

A nursing program can take four years to complete and become a costly
endeavor. Juggling a full-time course load, a full-time job, and family 
responsibilities can seem insurmountable, especially when tuition bills loom
each year. Receiving a scholarship can take the burden of paying for tuition
and books off the nursing student’s mind, allowing for more concentration
on the goal. This donor is committed to contributing to the CNA’s education
to completion.

The CNA who will benefit from this scholarship has spoken with Carl Baker,
Administrator of King-Bruwaert House, about the CNA’s future plans after
finishing the nursing program. “The CNA is committed to working at K-B
when the program is complete. They feel they owe so much to K-B that once
they become an RN, they want to give back by working here,” Mr. Baker
reported. “This is wonderful news for K-B in light of the fact that we are in
the midst of a nursing shortage. Offering a nursing scholarship is a positive
way for K-B to take steps to give high-level staff the ability to expand their
education while retaining them as employees.”

If you are interested in learning more about our Nursing Scholarship
Program, please contact Julie Milam at 630-230-9520.
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Mr. Bruckner strongly believed in the mission of King-Bruwaert House to
provide unsurpassed levels of care regardless of an individual’s ability to
continue paying for their expenses. He restricted his gift to the Endowment
Fund to serve that pupose.

“He loved King-Bruwaert House and would have lived his remaining years
here had it not been for his rheumatism which did better in the Florida
weather,” commented Mrs. Schmitt. 

The timing of Mr. Bruckner’s gift ties in with a series of board-focused 
strategic planning meetings that map out the future of King-Bruwaert. 
In the strategic plan, an emphasis is being made on the charitable mission 
of King-Bruwaert. With Mr. Bruckner’s gift, we will be able to ensure that
future generations will benefit from his generosity.

Beneficiary from page 1
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Board of Directors
Officers
John P. Kayser
Chairman

John P. Grube
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Secretary

Directors
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Douglas Cleveland
Diane R. Halbrook, Ph.D.
Robert E. Harbour
D. Dirk Nelson, M.D.
Carole C. Pyle
Katharine Sylvester
Carl F. Baker
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Director of The Woods
& Godair Park
Director of Fitness
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“Art for the Ages” Benefit
Art Fair
Artist Hadley Pihl of Hinsdale believes in
sharing his talents. For the past three years, 
he has played an important role in helping to
organize the annual “Art for the Ages” Benefit
Art Fair at King-Bruwaert House. 
Not only has Hadley been responsible for
donating many paintings to the annual event,
he also lends a helping hand to K-B organizers
and fellow artists with exhibit preparation.

The June, 2005 art fair generated about
$10,000 with all proceeds directed to the K-B
Endowment Fund. A total of 14 local artists
participated in this year’s benefit, showcas-
ing their beautiful oil paintings, watercolors,
glasswork, photography, unique apparel and

jewelry. More than 400 residents, neighbors and guests enjoyed wine, cheese
and harp music as they browsed the exhibits and made purchases.

A new activity added to the June event turned out to be especially fun and
successful. Members of the Art Fair Committee hosted a Silent Auction fea-
turing more than 50 restaurant gift certificates, sports tickets, household
accessories and artwork. Guests enjoyed the K-B auction and many stayed to
the end of the fair to celebrate their status as winning bidders.

The next event takes place in June 2006. Anyone interested in donating gifts
to the Silent Auction should call Julie Milam at (630) 230-9520. Artists 
considering participation in the event should call Bonnie Kohout at 
(630) 230-9521 or Mary Meegan (630) 230-9522.

King-Bruwaert House
Presents The Theater

Renovation Campaign
"Setting the Stage"

Coming Soon*in 2006

Artist Haaley Pihl poses with 
outgoing K-B Board Member

Barbara Jones.



King-Bruwaert House Honor Roll of Donors 2004-2005

Suzanne King-Bruwaert Legacy Society
In Memory of William Tretzel 

Bruckner & Edith Alexander Bruckner
from Herbert Bruckner

Anonymous

Sponsor
Mrs. Barbara Coop
Michelle C. Gangemi
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Kayser
Thomas J. McCormick
Art & Marj Tichenor

Patron
Mr. Ross Anderson
Mrs. Ruth T. Anderson
Mr. & Mrs. W.B. Martin Gross
Joseph Giammanco
Mr. Robert Grisemer
The Family of Mary Kovach
Russell & Carol Lewis
Patrick & Marcia Nolan
Mr. & Mrs. M.A. Self

Contributor
John & Mary Pat Adolf
Alverin M. Cornell Foundation
Mr. Geoffrey A. Anderson
Mrs. Leigh Anderson Rappole
Mr. & Mrs. Carl F. Baker
Mr. & Mrs. Edward A. Brennan
Dr. & Mrs. John B. Cavenagh
Mrs. Harry Dumville
Mr. & Mrs. David W. Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Charles V. George
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. John P. Grube
Drs. Steve & Diane Halbrook
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Harbour
The Hoyle & Phipps Family
Mrs. Rebecca Hurdrlik
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Hurst
Dean R. Johnston
Mr. & Mrs. Howard R. Jones
Dr. & Mrs. Dwight Kett
Greg & Vicky Lewis
Mrs. MaryAnn MacLean
Mrs. Claire Martin
Hank Messerschmidt
Mr. John C. Norman
Thelma & Lloyd Palmer
Pfizer, Inc.
Mr. Hadley Pihl
Mr. Thomas H. Story
John T. Shutack
Anonymous
Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Sylvester
Ms. Patricia Van Meter
Barbara Witz & William Witz

Donor
Caron & Michael Born
Burr Ridge-Hinsdale-Oak Brook Lions Club
Mildred S. Garvy
Harris Bank of Hinsdale
Mr. James W. Haugh
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard F. Hester
Mr. Gregory Lewis
Gayle McCaugherty
Mr. Keith McCullagh
Mary & Bob Mortimer
Mr. & Mrs. James R. Porter
Dr. & Mrs. John A. Ronning
Nancy & Bill Whitney

K-B Friend
Geraldine S. Alvarez
Jean Alvarez
Walter & Milly Alvarez
Joanell Anderson
Jane Ballantine
Mrs. Gisela Baralt
Mr. E. J. Barlow
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Brackett
Charles & Nancy Brickman
George M. Burditt
Marlene Burton
Sharon & Kevin Carroll
Dr. & Mrs. John Cavenagh
Mrs. Constance Cazort &

The Nelson Layman Family
The Friends & Family of Helen Christensen
Mr. & Mrs. W.H. Clark
Goodwin & Marylin Clark
Dave Clink- ProFinish Painting &

Decorating
Mrs. Marianne Cosgrove
Mr. & Mrs. Robert E. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Richard K. Decker
Mary Deng Stepita
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas M. Donlon
David P. Eller
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fiolka
Mr. & Mrs. John B. Foster
Mr. Peter Giebel
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Gilchrist
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas L. Gleason
Mr. & Mrs. BW Goulding
Mr. & Mrs. William Gray
Mrs. Marion Greenman
Mr. Robert M. Grossman
Dr. John E. & Mrs. Marilynn Halasz
Dusty & Carol Hanson
John W. Hawes
Joan R. Hoatson
Patricia A. Hurd
Mr. & Mrs. Jack V. Irion
John & Carol Jacus
Joseph & Rebecca Jarabak
Mr. & Mrs. Noel C. Johnson
Dan King
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth P. Kinney

J.J. Kinsella
Al & Bonnie Kohout
The Friends & Family of Mary Kovach
Ted & Linda Kraft
Barbara Krizenecky & Morgan Clark
Robert & Solveig Lamons
Mr. Nelson Layman
David & Anne Loiterman
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lomastro
Pat Low
The Machek Family &

Eva Machek Rosenthal
Meera Mahajan, DDS, MS
Mr. & Mrs. Richard J. Martin
Judy & Michael Mason
Mary McKay & Thelma McKay
Mr. John A. Meaden
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Meegan
G. H. Messerschmidt
Jeff Messerschmidt
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Milam
Mr. Martin Miller
Peter & Betsy Miller
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Moran
Mr. & Mrs. Robert T. Mortimer
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick J. Nolan
Dr. Peter Norvid
Anonymous
The Friends & Family of Clifford Oscarson
Mrs. Vivian Peterson
Helen B. Powers
Susan Powers
Carole C. Pyle
Mr. & Mrs. Charles V. Radke
Shirley & George Rinder
Mrs. Corinne A. Schlueter
Betty Schrohe
Mrs. Mary Scott
Ms. Regina Schurman & Mr. John Sloma
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Sloan
Dorothy Smith
The Smith-McHugh Family
Mr. & Mrs. George H. Starmann, III
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Stitt
Joyce Stunkel
Sungard Investment Management Systems
Mrs. Joanne Roush Thomas
Jeanette W. Uebele
Mr. & Mrs. James Valastro
Mrs. Helen Vesecky & Family
Shirley R. Walsh
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Warden
Mr. & Mrs. Philip C. White

Gifts-In-Kind
Mrs. Louise Jacobs
PRP Wine International
Mrs. Charlotte Schmitt
Mrs. Mary Scott
Mr. John Toliver
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Vincent
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Contributions over $100 for July 1, 2004 - June 30, 2005

Leave A Legacy
King-Bruwaert House often hears from residents, family members, and friends regarding the important role K-B has played in their lives. It is a
testament to King-Bruwaert’s mission of providing outstanding care to our residents that so many choose to give something back in the form of a
legacy gift. These gifts are very important to K-B’s future. Please consider adding K-B to your estate planning. It’s as simple as using the following
language on an IRA, insurance policy, or other beneficiary designated forms; or providing it to your attorney for inclusion in your Will or living
trust:

“I leave (% of your estate, $ amount, residue) to King-Bruwaert House, a not-for-profit organization located in Burr Ridge, Illinois, to
support the ongoing mission of King-Bruwaert House.”

If you would like to further designate your estate gift for a particular purpose, please contact Julie Milam for further information to ensure your
wishes are carried out. All communications are without obligation and held strictly confidential. Your intentions will be recognized in our newly
formed giving society, the Suzanne King-Bruwaert Legacy Society.


